
 

Principal’s Greeting     4  Coffee and 
 Connect 9:15 
 AM 

   6  Spirit Day / 
 Kona Ice 3:45 
 PM 

 12  PTA Meeting 
 6:30 PM 

 12  DEI Meeting 
 7:00 PM   

 20  Pinwheels for
 Peace 9:15 AM 

 20  Peacemaker 
 House Party 

 20  Ice Cream Social 
 5:00-7:00 PM 

 24  Individual   
 Picture Day 

 24  Yearbook   
  Signing for 

 6 Grade 3:45-
 4:30 PM  

 27  College Gear 
 Day 

 
 
    

   2  Coffee and 
 Connect 9:15 
 AM 

   3  Schools closed 
 for Students / 
 PD for Teachers 

   4  Spirit Day  
 17  Generations Day 
   9:15 AM 
 17  Individual  
  Picture Make-up 

 Day 12:00 PM 
 18  Schools Closed 

 for Students and 
 Teachers 

 20  Schools Closed 
 for Students/PD 
 for Teachers 

 21-24 Red Ribbon 
 Week 

  22  Parent  
  Workshop  
  6:30 PM 
  25  College Gear 

 Day 
  25  PTA Grade 3-5 

 Dance  
 6:00-8:00 PM 

  29  SWAG Shop 
  31  PTA Parent 

 Breakfast 8:45-
 9:15 AM 

 31  Halloween  
 Parade 9:15 AM 

 31  House Party  

 31              3-Hour Early 

  Dismissal / 1st 

  Marking Period 

  Ends 

 

September 2024 

 Rodgers Forge Chronicles 
RFES empowers all students to be lifelong learners who are committed to academic     

excellence and global citizenships. 
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September 2024 Chronicles – Health Suite 

 
Welcome back to the 2024-2025 school year.  Wow, have some of the returning students grown over the 
summer! 

Some health suite information for everyone. 

Thank you to all the parents who have turned in the blue discretionary medication form!  The information 
you share with me helps me know which medications I may administer to your child for illness and helps 
me identify the student’s health concerns this year.  I had attached a little reminder to each discretionary 
medication form asking each parent to fill out the form completely and a reminder about the availability 
of medications for your child. 

PLEASE NOTE – the Ibuprofen in the Health Suite are 200mg regular strength tablets.  It is only available 
to female students 9 years of age or more who are experiencing menstrual cramps OR a student who is 
12 years of age or more.  That excludes the majority of the students in our school.  There is no 
Children’s Ibuprofen available.  Only Children’s Tylenol, the majority of which is liquid, not the chewable 
tablets.   

Keep your child healthy and please consider talking with your pediatrician about administering the 
current COVID vaccine and flu vaccine.  Signs of COVID, flu and RSV are all very similar.  There are free 
COVID test kits available at COVIDtest.gov, late September. 

 If your child has a temperature of 100 degrees or more, regardless of the reason, the child should remain 
home until they have been fever free for 24 hours without the use of medication.  They should also 
remain home if they are vomiting or experiencing diarrhea with the same 24 hour restriction, in that they 
may return to school after 24 hours without throwing up or experiencing a bout of diarrhea. 

There is no separate COVID policy at this time.  COVID is considered a viral infection and should be 
treated like any viral infection.  Fever, vomiting and/or diarrhea and body aches prohibit the student from 
returning to school until symptoms have resolved for 24 hours without the use of medication.  Once the 
student returns to school, if the student has a cough, masking is encouraged but is not mandatory. 

Please encourage your child to wash their hands frequently, especially after using the bathroom, before 
and after eating and after returning from play outside.  Soap and water is best, but alcohol based hand 
sanitizer is also very helpful ln killing germs and stopping the spread of germs.  Hand sanitizer is available 
in all classrooms.  Also, please encourage your child to cough into their elbow.  Coughing without 
covering their mouth or coughing into their hands spreads germs!   

If your child is prone to bathroom accidents, please send in a change of clothing for them.   

Here’s to a healthy 2024-2025 school year!  Mrs. Beckenholdt – aka Nurse Mary! 
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Special Education News…. 

 

Did you know that Baltimore County Public Schools has many amazing 
special education resources available for you? The SERC Office, The 
Special Education Resource Center provides families with workshops, a 
lending library, community resources, family to family networking and 
more.  

SERC Contact Information: 

443-809-5443 
serc@bcps.org 
 
September 9, 2024, 7 to 8:30 p.m., (Virtual) Topic: Preparing for your 
Child's First IEP Meeting of the Year. Facilitator: K. Chib from Beacon 
Education Solution Email bcpssecac@gmail.com to RSVP. 

 

September 12, 2024, 4:30 to 6 p.m., (Virtual) Topic: "Be the Best Advo-
cate for Your Child at School and Community" Facilitator: Dr. Mirian 
Ofonedu from Kennedy Krieger Education and Community Services 
Email: serc@bcps.org to receive the registration link. 

 
 September 25, 2024, 7 to 8:30 p.m., (Virtual) Topic: Understanding 
Your Child's Behavior Intervention Plan Facilitator: Carly Hughes from 
Behind Behaviors Consulting Registration link: 
https://forms.office.com/r/m2Y3vxbvRL?origin=lprLink 

https://www.bcps.org/curriculum/specialeducation/special_education_resource_center/Keenya_Golden
https://www.bcps.org/curriculum/specialeducation/special_education_resource_center
mailto:serc@bcps.org
mailto:bcpssecac@gmail.com
mailto:serc@bcps.org
https://forms.office.com/r/m2Y3vxbvRL?origin=lprLink
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MESSAGE FROM THE PTA 

Welcome back to school, RFES! We loved seeing all your adventures with Flat Rodger this summer. 
We hope you had a great summer and we can’t wait to show you all the fun we have planned this 
year.  

 

We hope to see you at the annual Ice Cream Social! Be on the lookout for more information soon!  

 

Looking ahead:  

Sept.  

6- Kona Ice 3:45 pm  

12- PTA & DEI Meetings 6:30 pm and 7 pm  

20- Ice Cream Social 5-7 pm  

24- Individual Picture Day        

24- Yearbook Signing for 6th Grade 3:45-4:3 pm  

 

Oct.  

3- No School 

17- Generations Day 9:15 am 

 
--  
Brittany Besold 
RFES PTA Communications Secretary  
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WE ARE PEACEMAKERS! 
WELCOME BACK!  It is so wonderful to see everyone again!  This month we will be focusing on two virtues that 

are part of our Rodgers Forge Code of Conduct RESPECT and RESPONSIBILITY.   

Classroom Lessons   
The theme for September counseling lessons is “School Success.”  This month’s topic explores tips for a 

successful school year. 
 

5TH GRADE PARENTS/GUARDIANS - MAGNET SCHOOLS INFORMATION 
  Here are some important dates to note: 

• Week of August 26th - Magnet brochures distributed to 5th grade students; Magnet brochure posted 

online (www.bcps.org search “Magnet Programs”). 

• September 10th – Magnet Applications will be available online beginning at noon at the Office of 

Magnet Programs website (www.bcps.org, search “Magnet Programs”).  

• September 28th – Magnet EXPO! 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. CCBC Essex Wellness and Athletic Center 

• Magnet Application Information Meetings and Showcase Events – Details on online Magnet Brochure 

• November 1st – Online application DEADLINE at 1 p.m. 

PRIVATE SCHOOLS REFERRAL PROCESS – PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 
I wanted to provide some information on private school referrals. For those of you who are interested in 
having your child apply to a private school, I will be responsible for processing records and referrals for our 
students. The procedures below must be adhered to in order for the application process to be most efficient.  
These steps will also help expedite the application process for you and your child. 

• Please submit the Release of Records form giving us permission to release student records and 
the teacher recommendation form to Mrs. Ludwig for processing (do not give the form directly 
to your child’s teacher).  The Common Referral Form is not to be completed by our staff until 
after the 1st Quarter of the school year.  This referral form is sent with your student’s academic 
transcript so that the private school receives one complete packet of information.  The Release 
of Records form is provided by the private schools to which your child is applying to.  Nothing 
can be completed or processed without this form for each of the schools to which you are 
applying.  

• After 1st Quarter, (after mid-November) your student’s teachers will complete the Common 
Referral Form, which is a confidential document used by most private schools.  This form 
requests information about academic ability, classroom performance, school behavior, and 
personal abilities.  Sometimes schools send the teacher referral form electronically.  If this is the 
case, please provide the classroom teacher’s e-mail address and not mine.   

• Please include a $5.00 check made payable to Rodgers Forge Elementary.  This fee will cover 
the cost of duplicating records, the large mailing envelope, and postage to mail the completed 
application (please do not send stamped envelopes.) 

• Please be patient.  Allow at least two weeks for our staff to process your application package. 

• In order to ensure that your application is to the private school by the appropriate deadline (for 
most schools that is January 9th or 15th), please send in your request by December 9th.  All 
requests that are turned in after December 9th cannot be guaranteed to be sent out by 
January 15th. 
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